
Man’s Ruin and God’s Rescue 
Isa 53:6 

 

Introduction: 

   1. The gospel can be found in the entire Bible – even in Isaiah 

 2. Christ – the Suffering Servant – Isa 52:13-15 

  a. The chapter division here is poor 
 b. Jesus would be so beaten as to be unrecognizable - "visage marred" 

 c. In full obedience to the will of the Father, He made a voluntary  

  choice to suffer for the sins of his people 

  d. Behold, my servant – look at , examine, be amazed at our Savior 

 e. The Jews try to make this apply to the nation of Israel  

3. Christ – Humble Servant – 53:1-2 

  a. Few would believe the report of the prophet 

 b. The Messiah would come from humble beginnings - likened to a  

  tender plant or a young plant which is usually cut b4 maturity 

 c. His background would be so blighted that few would believe Jesus 

  was of the royal seed of the lineage of Jesse and David  - "as a  
  root out of dry ground" 

 d. Jesus would have no comeliness or beauty – no pictures of Jesus   

  4. Christ – the Sorrowful Servant – vs 3 

 5. Christ – the Submissive Servant – vs 4-6 

  1. This is why his visage was marred  - he was beaten to a pulp 

  a. Stricken   b.  Smitten       c. Afflicted  

  2. We cringe at the thought of the excruciating physical pain of the  

   Master, but tears of gratitude well up in our eyes as we see that He 

   suffered this pain for us 

  a. Borne our griefs     b. Carried our sorrows 

  c. Wounded for our transgressions (transgressions - crossing the  

   boundary line between good an devil, we have gone    
   completely over to the wrong side) 

  d. Bruised for our iniquities - (Iniquities has to do with twisted or 

   crooked or bent) 

 6. Christ – the Suffering Servant – vs 7-9 

  a. He took all my punishment, yet he opened not his mouth 

  1.  He didn't complain   2. He didn't ask "Why?" 

  b. He did more than just grit his teeth and quietly bear the pain and  

   suffering and false accusations 

  c. Suffering in silence came from the inner peace of innocence that  

   only Jesus Christ, God's Son could know 

 d. In Acts 8 Philip approaches the chariot of the Ethiopian eunuch and 
  preaches Jesus from this Scripture 

   7. Christ – the Satisfied Servant – vs 10-12 

  8. Let us focus our attention for our remaining time on vs 6 

  



I. The Practice of Man – vs 6a 

 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 

 own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

 We see here the wretchedness of our natural condition 
A. The Practice of Man is a Selfish Practice  

1. Sin is inherently selfish 

a) Satan – Isa 14:12-15   

b) Samson – Jud 14:1-4  

c) David – 2Sam 11:1-4   

2. Every sinner is alike - he wants his own way instead of God's way 

3. Regardless of what God says, man wants to do what he wants  

4. Man wants his own way even though it leads to disease, disaster 

and death 

 

B. This Practice of Man is a Popular Practice  
1. "all" are doing it 
2. Ro 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

3. The whole human race went astray in Adam potentially and in life 

actually 

4. All have sinned 

5. All have forsaken and disregarded and grieved God 

 

C. This Practice of Man is an Unholy Practice  
1. It leads to iniquity and being popular does not make it right 

2. Prodigal son went his own way 

3. Pr 1:31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and 

be filled with their own devices. 
 

II. Peril of Man 

 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 

 own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

 This practice of man has put him in great peril 

A. His Way is the Wrong Way - "astray" 
Ps 58:3 The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as 

soon as they be born, speaking lies. 

1. "astray" is not the right way 

2. Many animals will return if they go astray 
a) Dogs and cats - we have all heard the stories 

b) Horses will return by themselves 

3. If a sheep wanders away, it pursues its wandering never returning 

of its own accord 

4. If a wandering sheep is ever to return, it is because the shepherd 

brings it back 

5. Man who has gone away from God needs a Savior - education, 

legislation, reformation will never bring him back 

6. Astray is not the way to heaven 

7. Cain went his own way 



 

 

B. His Way is a Deadly Way 
Ro 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal 

life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1. The way of "iniquity" predicts death for the wages of sin is death  
a) Ps 5:5 The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all 

workers of iniquity. 

b) Ps 51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my 

mother conceive me. 

2. God's moral law is inflexible and His own righteousness and 

justice is absolute 

3. God is thus bound, as the Ruler of the universe, to render to every 

one his due 

4. If the penalty could be set aside for one sinner, then it would have 

to be set aside for all sinners and God's govt would end 

 

 
 

C. His Way is a Condemned Way 
1. This verse is not commending man, but condemning him  

2. Many call sin by nice names, but that does not change the peril of 

sin 

3. Changing the name on the bottle, does not change the contents of 

the bottle 

4. If the bottle contains poison, it is more dangerous with a nice 

name 

 

 
 

III. Pardon of Man 

 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 

 own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

A. This Pardon is a Divine Pardon 
1. God provided the way of salvation  

2. It was not man's idea 

3. Religion is man reaching up to God 

4. Only Christianity has God dying for man 

 
 

B. This Pardon is a Merciful Pardon   
1. Man does not deserve the pardon 

2. Man has gone his own way and rejected God's way 

3. Yet, God, in his grace, provided for the rescue 

 

 

 



C. This Pardon is An Abundant Pardon 
Isa 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 

thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy 

upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

1. God’s pardoning is not in short supply 

2. Many Have Been Pardoned 
a) In all ages   In all classes  In all stages of life 

b) Abundant Sin Meant that Abundant Pardon Was Needed 

3. Abundant Means of Pardon 

a) Jesus' death 

b) 1Jn 2:1 - we have an advocate 

4. Abundant Easy Terms of Pardon 

a) Not purgatory  Not works   Jesus paid the price 

5. Abundant Blessings of Pardon 

a) Freedom from sin and guilt 

b) Adoption into God's family 

c) Heaven  

 
D. This Pardon is a Vicarious Pardon 

1. It comes through "him" 

2. Salvation is in Jesus Christ  who died on Calvary 

3. 2Co 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 

that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

4. The Innocent was punished as though guilty that the guilty might 

be rewarded as if innocent. 

5. He died as our substitute  

 

E. This Pardon is a Sufficient Pardon 
1. "all" at the end of the verse 
2. Salvation is possible for all who come to the Lord 
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