Studies in the Gospel of Matthew # 57

The King’s Presentation
Matt 21:1-11

Introduction:

1. For the last time in His personal ministry Jesus goes to Jerusalem
a. He had told the apostles that He would suffer many things of the
chief priests and elders
b. He told them that He would be crucified and rise the 3™ day
c. Jesus knew what to expect, He had come into the world for this time
2. This was the time of Passover
a. Jews from all over the world arrived to observe this ceremony
b. Jesus entered Jerusalem the day the Passover lamb was taken up
and set aside for sacrifice
c. Ten yrs after Christ’s death a census was taken on Passover and it
was determined that 260,000 lambs were killed
d. A lamb was allowed for up to ten people so perhaps 2,000,000
worshippers were in Jerusalem at this time.
3. All 4 gospels mention this triumphal entry of Christ
4. Sadly, many who shouted “hosanna” later shouted “crucify Him”
5. When a king is crowned there is usually a display of great splendor
a. The best clothes are worn and the best jewels
b. The king is paraded around town in the royal carriage
c. The parade included foreign dignitaries, soldiers, other authorities
d. In 1838 at the coronation of Queen Victoria the royal crown was
encrusted with giant rubies and sapphires surrounding a 309 carat
diamond. Her scepter was capped with an even larger diamond
weighing 516 carats.
6. The most significant coronation the world has yet seen is the subject of
our study today.

The End of the Pilgrimage - vs 1a
1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage,
unto the mount of Olives,
A. Jesus Draws Nigh to Jerusalem
1. On the way to Jerusalem Jesus had healed 2 blind men in Jericho
2. He had dealt with Zacchaeus
3. Jesus also approaches the end of his 3 yrs ministry
4

. He was about to reach the final goal set before Him by His heavenly

Father
5. It was Passover time in Jerusalem
a) Little did the people know that Jesus was the Passover lamb

b) A count was made about 10 yrs after this time of the lambs killed

during Passover time — 260,000
c) Jerusalem was teeming with people

B. Jesus Stops in Bethphage
1. He made his way to Bethany to be with Mary, Martha and Lazarus
one more time
a) This is when Mary anointed the feet of Jesus with perfume
b) This was when Judas hypocritically objected by pretending
concern for the poor
c) Many Jews went to Bethany to see Jesus and to see Lazarus who
had been raised from the dead earlier
d) Before the coming pain and death, He sought the comfort and
companionship of these three beloved friends
2. Probably leaving Bethany, Jesus and the group went to Bethphage
Bethphage was a sml village on the other side of the Mt of Olives

w

4. Not much is known of Bethphage except that it was near Bethany and

the Mount of Olives

BYZ

Matthew 21:1 Kai 6te fyyioav
eig TepoooAvpa, kat NABov eig
BnOodaryr) mog 1o 6pog twv
FEAawwv, tote 6 Tnoovg anéoteidev
dvo padntac,
Unto Bethphage (eis Bethphagé). An
indeclinable Aramaic name here only in
O.T. or N.T. (Mark 11:1; Luke 19:29). It
means "house of unripe young figs." It
apparently lay on the eastern slope of
Olivet or at the foot of the mountain, a
little further from Jerusalem than
Bethany. Both Mark and Luke speak of
Christ's coming "unto Bethphage and
Bethany" as if Bethphage was reached
first. It is apparently larger than Bethany.
Unto the Mount of Olives (eis to oros
ton Elaion). Matthew has thus three
instances of eis with Jerusalem, Mount
of Olives. Mark and Luke use pros with
Mount of Olives, the Mount of Olive
trees (elaion from elaia, olive tree), the
mountain covered with olive trees.




Il. The Exactness of Prophecy - vs 1b-7
A. The Command Given —vs 1b-3

1b ... then sent Jesus two disciples, 2 Saying unto them, Go into the

village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a

colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. 3 And if any man say

ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and

straightway he will send them.

1. Most of the time Jesus walked where he wanted to go as did most
people of that day

2. Other than walking, riding a donkey was the most humble means of
transportation

3. Jesus sent 2 disciples to borrow a donkey

a) He could have borrowed a fine horse or a team or a chariot

b) He chose a donkey to avoid the splendor that the kings of the
earth reserved for themselves

¢) The mother donkey was probably borrowed so that the younger
donkey would not be so hesitant to leave her.

d) Only in His omniscience could Jesus have known that the donkey
and her colt would at that moment be where they were, waiting to
be found by the 2 disciples.

4. The disciples were to tell the owner that “the Lord hath need of them”

— was the owner a believer?

5. Mark / Luke say that the owners did ask “What are you doing?”

. The Prophecy Fulfilled —vs 4-5
4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet, saying, 5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King
cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of
an ass.
1. Jesus entire life and ministry were marked by two overriding
purposes...
a) To do his heavenly Father’s will

b) And to fulfill the OT prophecies of the Messiah’s first Coming

2. It doesn’t seem possible that the king of kings would ride into
Jerusalem on a donkey instead of a white stallion, but that is what the
prophet said and so Jesus fulfilled it.

3. We do not see someone who got carried away with the enthusiasm of
the mob and became convinced that he was a king.

4. Jesus was not a well-meaning moral teacher who went too far and got
himself in trouble with Jewish officials until he was finally executed

C. The Obedience Rendered —vs 6-7

6 And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 7 And
brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they
set him thereon.

1. The disciples obeyed their Lord and found the donkey

2. They brought the donkey and prepared it for Jesus

Y2 Matthew 21:2 Aéywv avToig,

ITopevONTe €lg TNV KOUNV TNV
ATEVAVTL VROV, Kal V0Ewg
evENOoeTE OVOV dedepévny, kat
TIWAOV HET  avThG AVoavteg
AYyA&yeTé poL.

And a colt with her (kai polon met’
autés). The young of any animal. Here

to come with the mother and the more
readily so.

Y2 Matthew 21:3 Kad ¢&v Tig Ouiv

elrn Ty, €oette Ot O xdoLlog avtwv
xoelav €xet eVOEwG d& ATOOTEAAEL
avTtovg.

BYZ Matthew 21:4 To0to d¢ GAov

véyovev, va TANEwOT) T0 oNOeV
dLX TOL TIROPT|TOV, A£YOVTOG,

®Y2 Matthew 21:5 Eintate 1) Ouyatol

Ziwv, Toov, 6 Pacidevs oov éoyxetal
001, TEADG Kal mPenrws et
Ovov kal AoV viov vmolvyiov.
Riding (epibebékos). Perfect active
participle of epibaind, "having gone
upon."

And upon a colt the foal of an ass (kai
epi polon huion hupozugiou). These
words give trouble if kai is here taken to
mean "and." Fritzsche argues that Jesus
rode alternately upon each animal, a
possible, but needless interpretation. In
the Hebrew it means by common
Hebrew parallelism "upon an ass, even
upon a colt." That is obviously the
meaning here in Matthew. The use of
hupozugiou (a beast of burden, under a
yoke) for ass is common in the LXX and
in the papyri (Deissmann, Bible Studies
p. 161).

B2 Matthew 21:6 TTogev0évteg d¢ ol

uaOntal, kat monjoavteg Kabwg
nipooétalev avtoig 6 Tnoovg,




11l. The Epitome of Praise - vs 8-9
A. Practice of the Praise —vs 8
8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut
down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way.

1.

3.

It was an ancient custom for citizens to spread their garments in the
road for the king to ride over symbolizing their respect for him and
their submission to his authority.

These people had only the clothes that they were wearing and the
straw and branches that were around them

a) They used these things to praise the Lord

b) They had no red carpet or brass bands

The dignitaries of the town were not present to receive Him

B. Proclaiming of the Praise —vs 9
9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying,
Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of
the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.

1.

Praises flowed from their lips

a) The people shouted hosanna —save how
(1) They were not interested in Jesus saving their souls
(2) They wanted Jesus to save their nation
(3) They wanted Him to use his supernatural powers against the Romans
(4) Jesus did not come to make war with Rome, but to conquer sin and death, to
make peace with God
b) They also said, “Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord” — some evidently realized that Jesus was the Son of God
c) They shouted, “Hosanna in the highest”
d) They called Jesus the “Son of David”
(1) This was a common Messianic title
(2) They were crying out for the Messiah’s deliverance
(3) Many people want a Jesus who will give them health, wealth or happiness,
success and other worldly things they want.

The crowds ignored the warning of the chief priests and Pharisees
who had given orders that if anyone knew where Jesus was they
should report it that they might seize Him. Jn 11:57

Lowly Jesus rides into to Jerusalem on a donkey — not much glory
a) The real coronation day is seen in Rev 5:8-14

b) When Jesus returns, He will have all the glory that is missing here

IV. The Element of Perplexity - vs 10-11
A. The Ignorance —vs 10
10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved,
saying, Who is this?

1.

w

There is perplexity here when someone asks the question, “Who is
this?”

a) Not everyone in Jerusalem knew who Jesus was

b) There was a lot of excitement and some asked, “Who is this?”
The city as a whole did not realize who Jesus was

Many still do not know who Jesus is

We are to be like the multitude who answered that Jesus was the
prophet of Nazareth of Galilee

572 Matthew 21:7 fjyayov th)v dvov

Kal ToV mwAov, kat emédnkav
ETIAVO AVTWV TA IHATIX AVTQV, KAl
EMekAO10eV EMAVW aOTOV.

And he sat thereon (kai epekathisen epand
auton). Mark (Mark 11:7) and Luke (Luke
19:35) show that Jesus rode the colt.
Matthew does not contradict that, referring to
the garments (ta himatia) put on the colt by
"them" (autdn). not to the two asses. The
construction is somewhat loose, but
intelligible. The garments thrown on the
animals were the outer garments (himatia),
Jesus "took his seat" (epekathisen,
ingressive aorist active) upon the garments.

BYZ Matthew 21:8 ‘O ¢ mAeiotog
OxAog é0ToWOoRV EQVTWV TX AT
&v 1) 00 dAAoL d¢ €koTtTOV
KAQDOLS ATIO TV dEVOQWYV, Kl
£0TOWVVLOV €V T1) 60Q.

The most part of the multitude (ho pleistos
ochlos). See Matthew 11:20 for this same
idiom, article with superlative, a true
superlative (Robertson, Grammar, p. 670).
In the way (en téi hoddi). This the most of
the crowd did. The disciples put their
garments on the asses. Note change of
tenses (constative aorist estrosan,
descriptive imperfects ekopton kai
estronnuon showing the growing enthusiasm
of the crowd). When the colt had passed
over their garments, they would pick the
garments up and spread them again before.

Y2 Matthew 21:9 Oi d¢ dxAot ol
TIQOAYOVTES Kal ol dkoAovOovvteg
éxoalov, Aéyovteg, Qoavva @ viw
Aavid- EbAoynuévog 6 €0x0pevog
év ovopartt kvplov Qoavva év Toig
viotolg.




B. The Incompleteness —vs 11
11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of
Galilee.
1. They described Jesus as the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee
a) Most had paid little attention to what they saw in the triumphal
entry
b) They had been shouting Hosanna to the son of David — they had
been calling Jesus the Messiah
¢) He was just a prophet now

Conclusion:
1. If one was looking for a king, one would not get the idea that Jesus
was a king from this procession.
2. The Romans were masters at the grand processional
3. Procession was over quickly and was humble.

Y2 Matthew 21:11 Oi d¢ dyAot
éAeyov, OOtoc éotv Tnoovg 0
TEOP1)TNG, O &0 NalaET g
IFaAAaiog.




