Jesus — King of the Jews #35

The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares

Matt 13:24-30

Introduction:

1. This parable was given by Christ on the shore of the Sea of Galilee to a
large multitude — Matt 13:1-3

2. After giving this parable and 3 others, Jesus send the multitude away and
went into a house ( Matt 13:36).

3. In the house disciples approached Jesus to get Him to explain this parable
a. We commend these disciples who asked Jesus to explain the parable
b. Oh that more of God’s people would have a desire to understand

the Word better and would seek the Lord for His instruction

I. The Planting of the Seeds — Mt 13:24-25
A. The Good Seed
1. The Seed in the Planting

a)

b)

c)

d)

Comeliness — Mt 13:24

Kalos = good, useful, precious

(1) InGod’s sight, a Christian is all of these

(2) The world may think of a Christian in negative terms, but redemption makes
us good in God’s sight

Contribution — Mt 13:25

25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares

among the wheat, and went his way.

(1) The seeds planted were wheat seeds

(2) Wheat is beneficial to mankind as a food

(3) Wheat speaks of the blessing which God’s people are to the world

(4) No one blesses the world more than God’s people

Clan — Mat 13:38

38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of

the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one;

(1) “Children of the kingdom” speaks of the family to which we belong

(2) The wheat pictures God’s children

(3) The tares represent children of the wicked one

(4) Children reflect their parents - redeemed are to reflect their Heavenly Father

Character — Mt 13:43

43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the

kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

(1) Righteous speaks of character

(2) Salvation gives character to “righteous” is a good term for the Christian

(3) God’s children are to behave better than the devil’s children who are all
unrighteous

2. The Sower in the Planting — Mt 13:37
37 He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed
is the Son of man;

a)
b)

c)

Christ = Son of Man - He is telling a parable about His own work
Christ plants only good seed yet He is legislated against and ruled
out of our country as though he was planting evil

It is sad that our country prefers evil to Christ — for they exalt and
embrace evil while they kick out Christ

3. The Service from the Planting — the seed = the redeemed

a)
b)

c)
d)

e)
f)

As the seed is sown in the field, so Christians are dispersed here
and there

The planting of the seed reminds us that God has a place of
service for each one of us

He puts us where He wants us so we may produce fruit for Him
When Christ sows the seed, it is not done capriciously or
haphazardly but according to divine plan

To the human eye, it looks like nothing but chance, but to the
divine eye it is all planned

Let us be faithful in fulfilling our calling wherever the Divine will
places us

Mt 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto
them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is
likened unto a man which sowed good seed
in his field:

Y2 Matthew 13:24 AAANV

TR POAT)V TaéOniev avTolg,
Aéywv, Quowwbn 1) Baoikela twv
ovEAVV AvOEWTW oTElQOVTL
KAAOV OTTEQUA €V T AYQW AXVTOL:
Set he before them (parethéken). So
again in Matthew 13:31. He placed
another parable beside (para) the one

already given and explained. The same
verb (paratheinai) occurs in Luke 9:16.

BY2 Matthew 13:25 v d¢ @
KkaOevdeLv ToLg avOpwTovg, NAOeV
avToL 0 £€X000¢ Kal £é0meLQEV
Cllavia dva péoov tov oltov, Kal
ATNAOev.

Sowed tares also (epespeiren ta
Zizania). Literally "sowed upon,"
"resowed" (Moffatt). The enemy
deliberately sowed "the darnel" (zizania
is not "tares," but "darnel," a bastard

wheat) over (epi) the wheat, "in the
midst of the wheat."

B2 Matthew 13:37 O d¢ dmoroi0eig

elrtev avtolg, O omelipwv TO KaAOv
OTéQUA €0TLV O VIOG TOV
avOowmov:

Y2 Matthew 13:38 6 d¢ dyQdg ¢0Tv O
KOOUOG: TO & KAAOV OTtéQua, ovTol
glow ot viol ¢ PaociAelag: To d&
Cllavia elowv ot viot ToL TTOVTEODL:

BYZ Matthew 13:43 Tdte ol dikatol

ExAappovoty wg O fjALog év Tn
Paoilela ToL matEOg avtwv. O
EXWV WTA AKOVELV AKOVETW.




B. The Bad Seed

1. The Seed in the Planting — Mt 13:25
25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among
the wheat, and went his way.

a) Deceptiveness of the Seed
(1) The bad seed is called “tares” in this parable
(2) This weed is common in Palestine and resembles wheat in it’s earlier stages
and is indistinguishable from the wheat stalks
(3) This reminds us that evil thrives on imitation
(4) Evil likes to disguise itself as goodness
(5) Often only when the fruit comes is the difference clearly seen
b) Descent of the Seed — Mt 13:38
38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the

kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one;

(1) This bad seed is called “tares” 8x

(2) Once it is called “the children of the wicked one”

(3) The bad seed represent the unsaved and are the children of the devil

(4) The good seed represented the saved - the “children of the kingdom”

(5) The good seed was wheat and was beneficial to mankind, the bad seed was
poisonous and would only make mankind miserable

. The Sower of the Seed

a) The One sowing the bad seed is given 3 names
(1) Matt 13:39 — Devil, he is our adversary
(2) Matt 13:25, 28, 39 — enemy — he is our accuser
(3) Matt 13:38 — the wicked one — he is antagonist
b) We are not surprised that Satan sows the bad seed
¢) There is nothing good about Satan and there is nothing bad about
the Savior

. The Subtleness in the Planting — Matt 13:25
25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among
the wheat, and went his way.
a) Satan sowed the bad seed at night when he could not be seen and
then went his way
b) Satan does not want people to know the evil he does
¢) Sowing the bad seed while men slept does not imply carelessness
on their part, it shows subtlety on Satan’s part
. The Soil in the Planting
a) The devil did not sow the bad seed in his own field, but in Christ’s
b) Satan does not start anything, he specializes in infiltrating that
which is already established
¢) He does not start a school, he just sneaks into an established
school to work his evil
d) He goes where the good seed has already been sown
e) Where the truth is preached and the ground is good, be sure the
devil will show up to sow his bad seed

®Y2 Matthew 13:25 &v d¢ @

KkaOevdetv ToLg dvOpwmovg, NAOev
avToL 0 £€X000C Kal €é0meELQEV
Cllavia dva péoov tov oltov, Katl
amnAOev.

Sowed tares also (epespeiren ta
zizania). Literally "sowed upon,"
"resowed" (Moffatt). The enemy
deliberately sowed "the darnel” (zizania
is not "tares," but "darnel," a bastard
wheat) over (epi) the wheat, "in the
midst of the wheat."

®Y% Matthew 13:26 ‘Ore d¢
EPA&oTNOEV O XOOTOG Katl KAQTIOV
émoinoev, tote Epavn Kat T
Cllavia.

¢BAaotnoev verb ind aor act 3ps from

PAaoTavw - (1) transitively, of the
earth or soil produce, yield (JA 5.18); (2)
intransitively, of the beginning growth of
plants and trees sprout, bud, put forth
leaves (MT 13.26)

Y2 Matthew 13:27 TTpooeAO6vTeg dE
oL O00AOL TOU 01K0dETTIOTOV ELTIOV
avt, Kogte, ovxl kKaAov oméoua
E0TIELQAG €V TQ 0@ aYow; [To0ev
ovv éxeL Cillavia;

Il. The Perplexity About the Seeds - Matt 13:27
27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst
not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?
e When the tares were discovered, there was some confusion
e Good seed had been sown and yet tares had sprung up
A. The Report of the Perplexity
1. The Morality of the Servants
a) The servants reported to the householder that tares had been
spotted in the field with the wheat
b) They were upset at this development
c) The good soil would be wasted and the good seed choked — much
work would be needed to correct this
d) Today fewer people are upset about evil
e) Abortion, homosexuality, gambling, drinking alcohol no longer
bother people
f) Many people seem to be upset at the punishment of evil
g) The lack of opposition to evil promotes the work of evil
h) Failure to be upset about evil reveals a defiled character



2. The Mystery of Sin
a) The servants are confused about the presence of the tares among
the wheat
b) This shows that the presence of sin is often a mystery to people
¢) When we are puzzled about evil, we must be careful not to blame
God for it
d) God does not do evil —Ja 1:13

e) When Christ explained this parable, He put the blame for evil
where it belongs — on the devil

f) The question is not “Why does God allow evil?” but rather “Why
do men follow the devil who never does anything but evil?”

B. The Request in the Perplexity — Matt 13:28
28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said
unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?
e  The servants’ request was a noble one
e Many Bible scholars are critical of these servants, accusing them of
immaturity, too much zeal, having a wrong spirit
e Our Savior does not criticize these servants
e The request shows that the servants were humble, holy, hardworking
1. They Were Humble
a) They humbly asked the master if they should pull the weeds up
b) This asking showed that they acknowledged their master’s
position and that they were subservient to his will
¢) The servants wanted to pull the tares out right then, but they
submitted their desire to the master
d) This shows a lot of character
e) May we be so prompt in submitting our will, to God'’s
2. They Were Holy
a) The desire of the servants to rid the field of weeds speaks of their
holy character
b) Good people emphasize purity and oppose evil
¢) Good people want to clean up society and rid it of God-
dishonoring evil
3. They Were Hardworking
a) These servants were willing to go to a lot of hard work to weed
the wheat
b) Weeding a field is hard work
c) One has to admire this attitude it is increasingly rare these days.
d) Even in churches, fewer people want to work
e) Not these servants, they offered to do a hard job

C. The Refusal in the Perplexity — Matt 13:29
29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also
the wheat with them.
1. The Purpose of the Refusal
a) The tares would be allowed to remain in the field to protect the
wheat
b) Some say that the servants could not discern between the wheat
and the tares
(1) This is not stated in the Bible text

(2) In fact, the servants had discerned the tares and that is what they reported to
the householder

c) The roots of the wheat and tares had become intertwined and
pulling up the tares would result in pulling up some good wheat
d) When God spares the wicked it is often to protect the righteous

Y2 Matthew 13:28 O d¢ ¢ avrolg,
Ex000¢ dvOpwmog tovTo émoinoev.
Ot d0¢ dovAol elmov avTw, OEAeLg
oOV ameABOVTEG CLVAAEEONEY AUTA;

Y2 Matthew 13:29 O d¢ &), Ov-

unmote, oLAAEyovTeg tax CIllavia,
£xQLLOMNTE A AVTOLG TOV OLTOV.
OUVAA€yovTeg verb ptc pres act nmp

from ovAAEyw -gather (in), collect; of
fruit pick (MT 7.16); of weeds pull out or
up (MT 13.28)

gxoLCwante verb subj aor act 2pp
from €xQLCow - literally uproot, pull out
by the roots (LU 17.6; used
metaphorically in JU 12)




2. The Perverting of the Refusal

a) Some use this parable to refuse to practice church discipline

b) They say that practicing church discipline and removing the
wicked would injure the real believers by causing discord and
hard feelings

c) Some use this parable as an excuse for not leaving a church when
error is a problem

d) Some use this parable to oppose capital punishment since it might
kill the innocent along with the guilty

e) The purpose of this parable was not to teach on church discipline
or the punishment of evil by society but to show that good and evil
will dwell side by side until the end of the age and then there will
be a separation

f) The portrayal in the parable — the field portrayed the world, not
the church — Jesus said so

g) We must be careful that we do not make parables teach more than
they were meant to teach. They must not contradict any doctrine
taught elsewhere

Ill. The Prospects of the Seeds

When Jesus explained this parable to His disciples, He dealt with the
future prospects of the seeds

We see the future prospects of the people whom the seeds represent
What Christ said should be a warning to the lost and an great
encouragement to the redeemed

A. The Grief in the Prospects

Mt 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of
harvest | will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and
bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
Mt 13:40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so
shall it be in the end of this world. 41 The Son of man shall send forth
his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that
offend, and them which do iniquity; 42 And shall cast them into a
furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

1. The People for the Judgment

a) Some details of this parable are not easily understood, but it is
clear that the future prospect of the tares is not a good one

b) The tares are subject to judgment in this parable

c) The tares survived for a long time in the field, but eventually it is
gathered and burned

d) Day by day the confidence of the tares grew, they knew that they
would be in the barn with the wheat

e) The ungodly think that because they are still alive they will escape
judgment

f) Robert Ingersol, ended his lectures defying God, but he was a tare
whom God allowed to remain

g) When the wheat goes into the barn, Ingersol goes into the bonfire

. The Place of the Judgment

Mt 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be

wailing and gnashing of teeth.

a) “Furnace of fire” what an expressive image of suffering

b) We have no idea about the acute suffering of being burned alive

c) Animagine being in burning fire forever

d) No matter what the theological liberals say, this parable indicates
that there is fire in hell

e) Twice here in Matthew'’s gospel Christ calls hell, “everlasting
fire” —Matt 18:8; 25:41

f) In Rev, hell is called “the lake that burneth with fire and
brimstone — 21:8

Y2 Matthew 13:30 Adete
ovvaviaveoOal apdpoteoa pLEXOL
TOL O€QLOHOD: KAl €V KALQQW TOL
Oeolopov €pw toig Beplotalg,
YuAAéEate mpwTov T CLllavia, Kat
dnoate avTAa el dETHAGS TEOG TO
KATakavoat avtd: Tov d¢ olTtov
oVVAYAYETE €IC TNV ATIOON KNV HOV.
Kataxoavoal verb infin aor act from

KaTakaiw - destroy by fire, burn (up),
consume by fire

BYZ

Matthew 13:40 ‘QoTmtep ovv
oLAAéyetaL tax Cllavia Kat ool
Katetal, o0t éotatl év )
ovvteAela TOL AlWVOS TOVTOU.

BYZ Matthew 13:41 AmooteAel O LIOC

oL AvOEWTOL TOLG dyyéAoug
avTov, kat oLAAEEoVOLY €K Thg
Paolelag avToL avTa T
OKAVOAAQ KAl TOUG TOLOVVTAG THV
avoulav,

572 Matthew 13:42 kai BaAovotv
avTOUG €IC TNV KAHLVOV TOD TTLEOG:
éxel €otal 0 KAaLOUOG Kal O
BOLYHOG TV ODOVTWV.




3. The Pain of Judgment
Mt 13:42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be
wailing and gnashing of teeth.

a)
b)
c)
d)

e)
f)

Wailing and gnashing speak of the excruciating pain one will
experience in the “furnace of fire”

The word translated “Wailing” appears 9x in the NT, 7x it is
translated “weeping” and 2x “wailing”

Wailing speaks of tears, the inward pain, and emphasizes the
loudness of the weeping

There will be no laughing in hell, no jokes in hell

The pain and mourning will be constant

Gnashing speaks of the teeth, the outward pain — like biting a
bullet in cowboy days when having surgery

B. The Glory in the Prospects — Matt 13:43
43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.
1. The Multitude for the Glory

2.

3.

a)
b)
c)

d)
e)

The last verse in this explanation goes from grief to glory — from
pain to pleasure — from hell to heaven

In this life, the tares get all the attention and glory, headlines and
the wheat is humbled

Eternity has equity and the wheat receives glory

God’s people will experience glory in eternity

We should not be envious of the prosperity of the wicked for it is
only transitory

The Moment of the Glory — “then”

a)
b)
c)

This is the moment of the glory — eternity
It is not in this life, but in the next
Now righteousness is not honored, but then

The Magnificence of the Glory

a)
b)

¢) What honors can men give us that equal the brightness of the sun?

d)

e)

We shall shine forth “as the sun”
This emphasizes the great magnificence of the glory of the saints
of God

The songwriter wrote, “When by His grace I shall look on His
face, That will be glory, be glory for me.”
Many will never share in this glory

BYZ Matthew 13:43 Tdte ol dikatot

ExAdupovoty wg 0 JALog €v )
Paoidela ToL matEog avtwv. O
EXWV DTA AKOVEIV AKOVETQ.




