Jesus — The King of the Jews #34

The Parable of the Sower
Matt 13:1-23

Introduction:

I

1.This is the second time that Jesus preaches to multitudes of people
2. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus pointed out the differences between the
OT way of doing things and the NT way
3. In this teaching, Jesus uses parables to teach the people
4. We must be careful in interpreting parables
a. What Jesus meant as a broad principle, we might interpret too
specifically
b. We must take parables as far as Jesus did and no further
5. Were the disciples wondering, “What is going wrong?” “Why are people
not accepting the King and His kingdom?”
a. Is there a problem with the King or His message?
b. In this parable there is nothing wrong with the farmer or the seed
c. The problem is with the seed

The Place: The Seashore —vs 1-2
1 The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. 2 And
great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship,
and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.
A. “The Same Day”
1. This was the day on which Jesus’ mother and brothers came looking
for Him in 12:46-47
2. They probably wanted him to stop the preaching and teaching that
would someday cost him his life
3. He had healed the blind and dumb demoniac
4. He had charged unbelieving Pharisees of committing the
unpardonable sin
5. Jesus had declared that unbelieving Jews would be condemned by
believing Gentiles on the day of judgment
6. He had warned the people about the danger or moral reform without
spiritual rebirth

B. “Sat by the Sea Side”
1. In His early ministry Jesus spent more time inside homes and
synagogues
2. As His ministry progressed, he was more and more rejected by the
Jews and spent more time outside — on the seashore, mountainside
and countryside

C. “The Whole Multitude”

1. Jesus remained immensely popular with the common people

2. Great multitudes still gathered to him to hear him speak and see him
heal

3. As the crowd pressed him, Jesus got into a boat and pushed off from
the shore a little and sat down to teach

4. Probably the beach sloped up from the water and each person could
see and hear the Master

Y2 Matthew 13:1 'Ev d¢ 1) 1juéoa
éxetvn é€eABwv 0 Tnoovg amo g
oiklag ékdOnto maga v
OdAaocoav.

BYZ

Matthew 13:2 Kait ovvr)xOnoav
TIQOG AVTOV OXAOL TTOAAOL, WoTe
avTOoV €l TO MAOLOV EUPAvTA
kaOnobar kat ag 6 6XAog €mi Tov
ALYLAAOV €lOTHKEL

And all the multitude stood on the beach
(kai pas ho ochlos epi ton aigialon
histékei). Past perfect tense of histéemi
with imperfect sense, had taken a stand
and so stood. Note accusative also with
epi upon the beach where the waves
break one after the other (aigialos is
from hals, sea, and agnumi, to break, or
from aiss0, to rush). Jesus had to get
into a boat and sit down in that because
of the crush of the crowd.

Y2 Matthew 13:3 Kai ¢AdAnoev

avTolc TOAAX €v mapaoAals,
Aéywv, Toov, ¢éENABev 0 omelpwv
TOU OTIelQELV.




Il. The Plan: To Speak in Parables - vs 3a
3 And he spake many things unto them in parables...

A.

B.

“Parables”
1. Parable = para — beside and ballo — to throw or cast
a) The idea is placing something next to something for comparison
purposes
b) A spiritual or moral truth could be more easily understood by a
physical example
¢) A common or observable object was used to illustrate a spiritual
principle or truth
d) The known elucidated the unknown
2. Teaching through parables is effective because it helps make abstract
truth more concrete, more interesting, easier to remember, and easier
to apply to life.
3. When atruth is externalized in the figures of a parable, the
internalizing of moral and spiritual meaning is much easier.

Jesus Had Used Graphic Analogies Before

1. He spoke of believers as salt and light in the world — 5:13-16

2. He used lilies and birds to warn believers not to be anxious about the
necessities of life — 6:26-30

3. The Master spoke of building one’s life on the solid rock of God’s
Word rather than man’s philosophy

4. Here in chapt 13 Jesus uses soil, seeds, thorns, rocks, wheat, tares,
mustard seed, leaven, hidden treasure and a pearl

Ill. The Parable: The Sower - vs 3b-9; 18-23
3b ... saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;

A.

Perhaps the disciples could look around and see a man actually sowing
seed as Jesus taught
This was a common and vivid image
The kinds of ground would also be familiar
The Way-Side Soil —vs 4, 19
4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls
came and devoured them up: 18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the
sower. 19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and
understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that
which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way
side.
1. When broadcasting seed by hand is was impossible to control exactly
where all the seed fell
2. Some seeds were bound to fall beside the path
3. Farmers used these paths to walk from field to field and travelers
used the paths to go between cities
4. The soil on and beside the road would, of course, be untilled and
packed down hard by the walking, which prevented any seeds that
happened to fall on it from penetrating and taking root.
5. Those seeds were exposed and easily accessible, the birds came and
ate them up as soon as the farmer got a safe distance down the path.
6. What was not eaten by birds "was trampled under foot" (Luke 8:5).
7. This was the unresponsive hearer
a) He hears the word of the kingdom but does not understand it
b) Not due to any problems with the message but because of his own
hardheartedness
c) He isunconcerned about the things of God and indifferent to
anything spiritual
d) He leaves himself utterly exposed to Satan’s attack

Y2 Matthew 13:4 Kai ¢v 1@ omelgety

avTOV, & HEV ETIETEV TIAQAX TNV
000V kal NADeV tax meTeva Kal
KaTtéPayev avTd.

Y2 Matthew 13:18 Ypeig o0V

axovoaTe TV TTAQABOATV TOV
OTtEIQOVTOG.

BYZ Matthew 13:19 TTavtog

AKOVOVTOG TOV AGYOV TNG
PaocAelag kal pr) ovviEvTOog,
£oxetat O TOVNQEOG, Kal AQTALEL TO
E0TIAQUEVOV €V T1) Kadila avTov:
00TOG €0TLV O TTAQAX TIV OO0V
OTIAQELG.

Cometh the evil one and snatcheth
away (erchetai ho ponéros kai
harpazei). The birds pick up the seeds
while the sower sows. The devil is busy
with his job of snatching or seizing like a
bandit or rogue the word of the kingdom
before it has time even to sprout. How
quickly after the sermon the impression
is gone.

BYZ Matthew 13:5 AAA«a d¢ émeoev
ETTIL T TETQWOM, OTIOL OVK ELXEV
YNV MOAANV: kal eVOEwWG

2 € (R W N1 Y N 2 A ~
eCavéTeldey, dux to un) €xewv Pabog
me

éEavétetdev, verbind aor act 3ps from

eEavatéAAw - intransitively, of a fast-
growing plant spring up, sprout up



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+8%3A5

B. The Stony Soil —vs 5-6, 20-21

5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and
forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: 6 And

when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root,

they withered away. 20 But he that received the seed into stony places,
the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 21
Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is

offended.

1.
2.

3.

o &

Some seeds fell on stony soil where the dirt was not deep

These were not loose rocks because the farmer removed all loose

rocks from the field

For a brief period these little plants looked healthy, but the sun

quickly rose and the plants withered

The rock prevented the roots from getting to the needed water

The stony soil hearer is the superficial hearer

a) He hears the Word and receives it eagerly

b) He is different from the way-side hearer who is unresponsive

¢) He manifests emotional excitement in response to the message

d) Sometimes shallow acceptance of the gospel is encouraged by
shallow evangelism that holds out the blessings of salvation but
hides the costs—such as repenting from sin, dying to self, and
turning from the old life.

e) When people are encouraged to walk down the aisle, raise their
hand, or sign a card without coming to grips with the full claims
of Christ, they are in great danger of becoming further from
Christ than they were before they heard the message.

f) They may become insulated from true salvation by a false
profession of faith.

g) The change is on the surface and not down in the heart

h) Here is a religious experience but not salvation — no repentance,
no recognition of lostness, no brokenness

i) When trouble or persecution arises, then he is offended
(1) Skandalizo = to stumble or fall
(2) The superficial believer is offended and falls away when his faith is put to the
test.
It is encouraging, however, that the same persecution that makes the

false believer wither will make the true believer stronger.

C. The Thorny Soil —vs 7,22 2>

1.

2.

3.

The thorns quickly choked out the good plants by taking the moisture,

nourishment and sunlight for themselves

The thorny soil hearer is the worldly hearer

a) He hears the word but is too worldly for it to take root and grow
in his heart

b) He may make a token profession of faith but his first love is for
the things of the world

c) He loves riches and acts as though they were the answer to all his
needs and desires

d) His worldliness chokes the Word and his attention is on riches,
possessions, prestige and position and other things of the world

e) If his faith is genuine, he will forsake the world; if it is not, his sin
will choke out what knowledge of the word he has.

A person who comes to church but never becomes committed to

serving, who is continually preoccupied with money, career, fashions,

sports, and everything but the Lord's work is a person with a weed-

infested heart.

a) A person who claims to love Christ but who cannot remain
faithful in marriage has a weedy heart.

b) The person who refuses to let go of his worldliness is a person in
whom the seed of God's saving gospel has not found root and is in
danger of being choked out altogether.

Y2 Matthew 13:6 1)A{ov d¢
avateldavtog ékavpation, kat
Ol To un Exewv Ollav, €Enpavon.

BYZ Matthew 13:20 ‘O d¢ &mi T

TLETEWOT) OTIAQE(G, OUTOG 0TIV O
TOV AOYOV dKoVwV, Kal eVOVS peta
Xa0ag Aappdvav avtdv:

Y2 Matthew 13:21 ovk éxeL d¢ Ollav

€V EaUTQ, AAAX TTEOOKALQOG €0TLV:
YevopEVNS 0¢ OANPewC 1) dLwyHov
dux Tov Adyov, evOLG
okavOaAilleTal.

BYZ Matthew 13:7 AAA« d¢ émeoev

e Tag dxdvOac, kat avépnoav at
axkovOal kal ATETIVIEAY aUTA.
arémtviEav verb ind aor act 3pp from

amomnviyw- transitively choke (out)
(MT 13.7); passive be choked; by falling
into the sea drown (LU 8.33)

7 And some fell among thorns; and the
thorns sprung up, and choked them: 22 He
also that received seed among the thorns is
he that heareth the word; and the care of this
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke
the word, and he becometh unfruitful.

BYZ Matthew 13:22 O ¢ eic tac
axavOag omapels, 00TOG E0TLV O
OV Adyov dkovwv, Kal 1) pHéoLuva
TOU alVvog ToUTOL Kal 1] ATATN TOV
mtAovtov ovumviyet Tov Adyov, Kol
AKAQTOG YiveTtat.




D.

The Good Soil —vs 8, 23
8 But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an
hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 23 But he that received
seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth
it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty.
1. The good soil was soft and deep and free from weeds
2. Because of the favorable conditions it yielded a crop of 100, 60, 30x
3. In NT times, the average ratio of harvested grain seeds to those that
were planted was usually around 8 to one
4. Even atenfold crop would be above average, much less 30 or 60 fold
increase
5. Here is the receptive hearer
a) This soil is good because it has been prepared by Spirit to be
receptive to God’s Word
b) Despite the hardness, shallowness, and worldliness of most
human hearts, there are always those who are good soil, in which
the gospel can take root and flourish.
c) There will always be people whom the Spirit has prepared to
receive the word with sincere, surrendered hearts.
6. The ultimate mark of the genuine believer, the good soil, is
fruitbearing.
a) He not only hears and understands but also indeed bears fruit.
b) Spiritual fruit is the inevitable product of spiritual life.
7. He is also saying to His witnesses that they should not lose heart.
a) God alone can plow up the heart that is hard and resistant.
b) In His sovereign will He gives the shallow heart depth, and the
cluttered heart cleansing.
¢) The Lord guarantees that His faithful witnesses will produce fruit
and will do so abundantly.
d) Itis impossible for a faithful sower of the Word to fail, because
the Lord of the harvest will not permit it.
e) So we anticipate the wrong and right responses.
f) What marvelously helpful insight for those who sow!

IV. The Purpose: To Reveal and Conceal - vs 10-17
9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 10 And the disciples came, and said
unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 11 He answered and
said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to
him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath
not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

A.

Jesus used parables to reveal the mysteries of the Bible
A mystery was something previously hidden and unknown

To Conceal —vs 13-15

13 Therefore speak | to them in parables: because they seeing see not;

and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 14 And in them is

fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear,
and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:

15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of

hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see

with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their
heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.

1. The verses from Isa 6:9-10 perfectly describe the unbelieving Jews of
Jesus’ day

2. The people kept on hearing but they did not understand, they kept on
seeing, but they did not perceive

3. Jesus' parables were a similar form of judgment on unbelief.

4. Those who would not accept His clear and simple teachings—such as
those in the Sermon on the Mount—not only would not be able to
understand His deeper teachings but would lose the benefit of the
teaching and miraculous witness they had been given.

8 AAAa 0¢ émeoev ETL TV YNV TNV
KaANV, kal €dIdov KapTov, O pev
&xatdv, 0 0¢ £Enrovta, 0 d¢
toudkovta. 23 O d0¢ émi v ynv
TV KAV omtageic, o0Tog €0ty O
TOV AOYOV AKOVWV KAl CLVIWV- OG
oM KATOPOQEL, KAl TTOLEL O UEV
Exatdv, 0 0¢ £Enrovta, O d¢
TOLAKOVTA.

9 0 éxwv wta axkovely AKOVETW.10
Kat mpooeABovteg ot pabnrat
elmov avte, A ti év magaBolais
AaAeic avtolg; 110 d¢ amokoBelg
elmev avtolg OtL Yuiv dédotat
Yvval t pootrow s Bactdeiag
TV 0VQAVQYV, €KELVOLG D€ OV
dédotat. 12 ‘Ootig yap €xel,
doOnoeTal avt® Katl
nieglooevOnoetat 6oTic d¢ oLk
£xeL kal 0 éxeL agnoetal &’
avTtoL. 13 Awx ToUTO €V

TR POAALS aVTOLS AdAW, OTL
PAémovteg ov PAEmovOoLY, Kal
AKOVOVTEC OUK AKOVOLOLV, OVOE
ovviovowv 14 Kait avamAngovtat
avtoig 1) moodpntetar Hoatov, 1
Aéyovoa, Akor) AKOVOETE, Kol 0L
urn ovvnre: kai BAemovteg PAPerte,
Kol oV pr) dnte. 15 Emaxvvon yao
1 Kapdlor ToL AaoD TOVTOU, Kol TOLG
wolv Bagéwg fikovoav, Kol Tovg
0POAALOVG AVTWV EKAPUUVOAV"
unmote wov Toig opOaAuols, kat
TOIS WOLV AKOVOWOLV, KAl T
KaQdila ovvwoty, Kat
ETOTEEPWOLY, Kal LATopatL aVTOUG.
Is waxed gross (epachunthé). Aorist
passive tense. From pachus, thick, fat,

stout. Made callous or dull—even fatty
degeneration of the heart.




B. To Reveal —vs 16-17

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.

17 For verily | say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have

desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to

hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.

1. Those who believe God’s Word and trust in His grace receive His
salvation and more truth by which to live

2. The scribes and Pharisees were highly educated and studied the
Scriptures diligently but their eyes were blinded to the truth of Jesus’
teaching because of their unbelief

3. Not even the most faithful and enlightened saints of the OT were
given the insights that the apostles and every believer since have been
given the privilege of having

BYZ

Matthew 13:16 Ypwv ¢
paicdotot ot 0pOaApol, ot
PAémovov: kal Ta wta Dpwv, ot
axoveL

BYZ

Matthew 13:17 Aunv yoo Aéyw
VULV OTL TTOAAOL TTROdGT TAL Kl
dliaot eémeBvunoav Wetv &
PAéTteTe, Kal OUK €ldOV- Kal
AKOVOOL & AKOVETE, KAL OVK
Kovoav.




